
Dear Friends, 
I would like to start by thanking
you all for your support. Without
individuals such as yourselves, the
Holocaust Education Resource
Council would not be able to do
everything that we do. Our
dedicated Board of Directors and
committees will continue to
present exceptional programs in
the coming year. Two of these
programs are particularly
noteworthy. 

In 2017, we will see more teachers
and students engaged with new
initiatives. A new school program
will be launched at Chiles High
School on from March 22 – 27th
with speakers, films, culture,
music, and more. This multi
subject plan will involve the whole
school as a Living Museum
including a Holocaust survivor
presentation. The goal is to share
with more schools next year.  I am
very proud of the teachers that
have spent time to plan important
ways to engage the students with
lessons of history.

The Holocaust Education Week,
March 19-26th, is full of free
community programs for everyone
from lectures, music, film, and a
museum presentation.  This will be
an important opportunity not to
miss. The programs continue with
the Teacher Conference on June 8-
10th about Culture, Film and
Literature, co-sponsored by FSU
Holocaust Institute.

We were able to expand our
programs that continued the
mission of educating and inspiring
future generations to fight
prejudice and indifference.  We are
looking forward to what we have
coming up in the rest of the year.
Without the support and dedication
of our Members and Donors, none
of this would have been possible
and I want to thank all of you. 

I need to mention that our
Tallahassee community and
schools has been facing anti-
Semitic incidents alarming to
everyone. Speaking out against
unacceptable behavior is critical to
understanding and acceptance of

all. Please
donate to HERC
today and help
make a
difference to
teach tolerance
as an obligation.
You can start
with $36.00 or
more to become a member and
help provide the resources and
tools for educators.
http://holocaustresources.org/
donate/ 

Peace.
Barbara
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Holocaust Education Week 
March 19 ~ March 27, 2017

For more information contact Barbara Goldstein at barbara@holocaustresources.org
All Programs Free Except Saturday

www.HolocaustResources.org

Sunday, March 19 – TSO Conductor Darko Butorac will discuss 
Verdi’s Requiem at Temple Israel at 3 pm. Reception following –
2215 Mahan Dr, Tallahassee, Florida

Monday, March 20 – a performance at Westminster Oaks, 7pm, of 
Olivier Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time, written while Messiaen 
was a French POW in a German stalag in 1940-41 – Maguire Center, 
1221 Commencement Cove, Tallahassee, Florida

Thursday, March 23 – Guest Lecture Tamara Freeman, Holocaust
Ethnomusicologist, at FSU College of Music at 4 pm – Longmire Recital Hall –
Florida State University (Convocation Way)

Thursday, March 23 – documentary Defiant Requiem, which tells the story
of musical defiance at Terezin, shown at All Saints Cinema at 7:00 pm. 
Q & A will follow with Tamara Freeman, Holocaust Ethnomusicologist.  –
918 Railroad Ave, Tallahassee, Florida

Friday, March 24 – A Homage to Artistic Resistance at Terezin
Concentration Camp – Friday, March 24 at 7:30pm, Dr. Tamara Freeman
leads Temple Israel services with Holocaust music inspired by Jewish
prisoners during WWII. – 2215 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32308

Sunday, March 26 – Community Presentation:  Holocaust Exhibitions:
Creating the Visitor Experience by Darcie Fohrman, Museum Exhibitions
Consultant, at FSU Museum of Fine Arts at 2:30 pm – 250 Fine Arts Bldg,
Tallahassee, Florida

Monday, March 27 – Workshop for Museum Studies students at MoFA,
9:30 am by Darcie Fohrman – 250 Fine Arts Bldg, Tallahassee, Florida
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Thanks for Helping Support Community 
Programs to Never Forget.

Berger Singerman LLP
Sue and Joe Boyd

Betsey and Tony Brown 
Clothesline

Cathy and David Levenson
Pamela Marsh

Mary Ann and Duncan Moore 
Almena and Brooks Pettit 

Betty and Jorge Piekarewicz 
Monica and John Rosner

Terry and Ron Saff

Holocaust Education Week
SPONSORS
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When I attend the Requiem of
Resistance performance here in

Tallahassee on March 25, I will be
thinking especially of Edgar Krasa, a
member of the chorus directed by
Rafael Schächter, who conducted 15
performances of Verdi’s Requiem at
the Terezin Concentration Camp.
Edgar died on February 7. He was a
friend and mentor to my friend
Corie Walsh, who shared this
remembrance:

Edgar was 96 years old and a
Holocaust survivor. I met Edgar
when I was in high school and he
was a spectacular influence on my
career and my personal life. He was
one of those people who held such
light and joy that you couldn’t help
but smile when you met him.

Edgar was originally sent to
Terezin, the show camp for the Red
Cross, in 1941, where he survived as
cook. He was on the very first
transport there. Edgar lived in
Terezin until 1944 when he was
transported to Auschwitz. He then
participated (and survived) the
infamous Death March from
Auschwitz by pretending to be dead.

If you asked Edgar how he
survived the Holocaust he wouldn’t
say through perseverance, strength,
or faith. Instead he would tell you
that an onion saved his life.

At one point, when he was
struggling and quite ill, he was out
on work detail and he found a whole
onion. He planned on stashing it in
his uniform and sneaking it back to
the barracks to feed two younger
boys who he had been looking after.
However at the end of his work
detail, the guards called for a
random search. Edgar knew he had
to eat the onion before he was

searched. So he ate the entire thing in
a matter of minutes. Raw, like an
apple. Then the next day, his illness
and sores started to heal. Edgar
credited that onion with saving his
life and he continued to make onions
a focal point through the rest of his
cooking throughout his career.

This story tells three things about
Edgar: his humor, his selflessness,
and his strength.  Edgar wasn’t
spectacular because he was a
Holocaust survivor. He was
spectacular because he was kind and
because he dedicated his life to
making the world a little bit more 
like him.

After surviving the Holocaust
and emigrating to the US, Edgar ran
a restaurant in Brookline MA and
spent his free time and retirement
speaking at schools and colleges.
The first time Edgar had me over to
his house for dinner he made a huge
spread for dinner including his
signature baba ganoush and
hummus. The meal concluded with
Turkish coffee, which was not
optional. According to Edgar, it
would “put hair on your chest.” He
would wink as he said this,

recognizing that a hairy chest was
not exactly a desirable quality for a
woman.

As I grew older and busier, Edgar
and I saw one another more
infrequently. We would see each other
annually at the gatherings for the
Terezin Music Foundation, but I
believe we remained friends. He
spoke with the sincerity and
conviction to make me believe that I
was the only person in the room and
perhaps the only person on the
planet. He would grasp my hand and
say “Corie my dear, how are you?”
And he meant it. We would get on
about my dating life, gossip, cooking,
and our respective forays into
activism.

Edgar was the unique sort of
character that brushes into one’s life
and has the capacity to change it. He
taught me that there is no beauty in
martyrdom, no humanity without
equality, no life without humor, and
no good cooking without onions. I
will miss him dearly, but I will carry
his spirit and his story forward. I
hope you do the same.

– – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
For information about the

Tallahassee performance jointly
presented by the Tallahassee
Symphony Orchestra, FAMU
Concert Choir, Temple Israel, and
Holocaust Education Resource
Council, please click here
http://www.tallahasseesymphony.
org/requiemofresistance/

To support the continuance of the
music of Terezin, please consider
donating to the Terezin Music
Foundation.

Edgar Krasa at Terezin 
Written by Paula Kiger
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Chiles High School student
government leaders Robyn

Seniors, Zach Wollerman, Micah
Joyner and Katie Zollner were born
nearly 70 years after Adolf Hitler
came to power in Germany, marking
the beginning of the end for two out
of three European Jews.

Hitler’s 12-year reign of terror
left 6 million Jews dead and a
permanent stain on civilization. At
Chiles, the Holocaust’s lessons will
be more than sobering words on
pages, thanks to the efforts of several
of the school’s teachers,
administrators, a handful of students
and local citizens who believe that
this dark chapter in history can’t be
allowed to be forgotten.

From March 22 to 27, Chiles will
hold Holocaust Living Memorial
Week, a series of classroom events
designed to inspire reflection and
discussion about the horrors of that
era – as well as the hopes that sprang
from it. It’s part of Holocaust
Education Week, which includes
several community events that the
local Holocaust Education Resource
Council (HERC) is coordinating.

Seniors, Chiles’ student-body
president, said she began watching
documentaries on Hitler in middle
school.

“It was frightening what a leader
would say to people in need of hope
… that we’re going to marginalize
people – which were the Jews – and
we’re going to blame them for your
problems,” Seniors said. “That’s how
he rose to power.” 

Florida is one of eight states that
require Holocaust education in public
schools. But the law isn’t specific
about what’s to be taught. Chiles’
plans for Holocaust Living Memorial
Week – with an underlying theme of 

“courageous defiance” – go
significantly beyond compliance with
state law.

Those plans germinated last
spring after HERC executive director
Barbara Goldstein brought her father
from South Florida to speak to Chiles
students about his experiences as a
Holocaust survivor. His presentation
left Wollerman, the junior class
representative, with “an
overwhelming sense of horror,” and a
sense that lessons about the
consequences of hate, intolerance and
bigotry must be shared.

Goldstein and Principal Joe
Burgess soon began brainstorming
with a handful of teachers about how
to make such lessons even more
effective. By the time a districtwide
Holocaust education workshop was
held in October, the general outline
for Holocaust Living Memorial Week
was set.

The details are still in
development, but classroom events
will include grade-appropriate films
and discussions about the range of
impacts the Holocaust has had, ending
with a survivor’s account. Teachers
expect that some students will find it
emotionally difficult to process the
information. They plan to deal with it
by encouraging further reflection and
discussion.

“History is like a closet,” said
Burgess, a former history teacher.
“You open it up and there are some
great clothes, there are some OK
clothes, and there are some clothes
you didn’t want anybody to see. 
But it’s the real story. 

“The only way we get better is we
have to confront it. You have to be
honest.”

Burgess said he hopes students
will learn that they shouldn’t stay on
the sidelines when moral and ethical
challenges demand a response.

“I don’t have to be a woman to
know when I see sexism occur. I don’t
have to be Jewish to understand that
somebody’s an anti-Semite,” he said.
“Whether you get that from your
family teachings, or your faith, I don’t
care how you get there, you need to
get there.

“Many times not saying
something is an endorsement of
‘yes,’” he said. “You may be in the in-
group today, but you could be in the
out-group tomorrow.”

Goldstein hopes that the living
memorial at Chiles will teach students
about the wide range of effects the
Holocaust has had on art, literature,
music , international relations and
public policy, and encourage the
young people to be “up-standers and
not bystanders” through moral
leadership.

“We are living in a fragile
society,” she said. “The lessons of the
Holocaust will teach about the
consequences of indifference. As 
Elie Wiesel said, ‘It’s up to you now,
that my past does not become your
future.’”

Bill Berlow, a former Tallahassee
Democrat associate editor, serves on
the education committee of the
Holocaust Education Resource
Council.

Chiles High Plans to Keep Holocaust’s Memory Alive
By Bill Berlow, Special to the Chronicle
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The mission of the Holocaust Education Resource Council is to provide instructional guidance, support and
resources for educators who teach the history of the Holocaust in addition to educational programs for the
community at large.   To support HERC and become a member go to www.holocaustresources.org
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When:                   Thursday, March 16, 2017
Time:                    7:00pm – 8:30 PM 
Where:                  Leon County Public Library 

Main Branch Program Room B
Guest Speaker:    Dr. Monte Finkelstein, 

Dean of History at TCC

The Holocaust Education Resource Council Book Club

For more information contact Barbara Goldstein at barbara@holocaustresources.org

www.HolocaustResources.org

Designated Site of the FDOECommissioner's Task Force on Holocaust Education.  
Funded in part by FDOE Commissioner's Task Force on Holocaust Education.  

The Seventh Million is the first book to show
the decisive impact of the Holocaust on the
identity, ideology, and politics of Israel. Drawing
on diaries, interviews, and thousands of
declassified documents, Tom Segev reconsiders
the major struggles and personalities of Israel's
past, including Ben-Gurion, Begin, and Nahum
Goldmann, and argues that the nation's legacy
has, at critical moments – the Exodus affair, the
Eichmann trial, the case of John Demjanjuk –
been molded and manipulated in accordance
with the ideological requirements of the state.
The Seventh Million uncovers a vast and
complex story and reveals how the bitter events
of decades past continue to shape the
experiences not just of individuals, but of a
nation.  “After the war, a great silence
surrounded the destruction of the Jews,” the

author writes…
But, “then came
moral and political
conflicts, including
the painful debate
over relations with
Germany, which
slowly brought the
Israelis to
recognize the
deeper meaning of
the Holocaust. The
trial of Adolf
Eichmann served as therapy for the nation,
starting a process of identification with the
tragedy of the victims and survivors, a process
that continues to this day.” (From the book cover
and a review in the New York Times)
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OPENING RECEPTION:
February 17, 6-8pm
February 17 – March 26, 2017

Museum Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9-4  • Sat. & Sun. 1-4
Closed March 11-12 & 18-19
Tours:
For tours & accessibility
visitation please call:
(850) 645-4681

mofa.fsu.edu  • 850-644-6836
530 West Call Street

ADMISSION IS ALWAYS FREE

For more information contact Barbara Goldstein at barbara@holocaustresources.org

www.HolocaustResources.org

Sponsored by the Holocaust
Education Resource Council. 
Exhibition by the Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion Museum. This is a
companion exhibition of movie
posters to the film series:
I Saw it in the Movies.

Cinema Judaica
The War Years
1939-1949
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Thursday,  Friday and Saturday
June 8-10, 2017 • 9 am – 3 pm 

FSU Student Life Building
942 Learning Way, Tallahassee, FL 32304

Holocaust Educators Conference
Culture, Film and Literature

“Those who teach and encourage the teaching of the Holocaust
should be honored and exalted.”    – Elie Wiesel

Presented by 
Dr. Mary Johnson

Senior Historian at 
Facing History and Ourselves 

For more information contact Barbara Goldstein at barbara@holocaustresources.org

www.HolocaustResources.org

Commissioner’s Task Force on Education
FLHolocaustEducationTaskForce.org

Register at 
corderk@leonschools.net

by May 25, 2017
Breakfast and Lunch provided


