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Tallahassee Unites to Remember the Holocaust

T

his year marked the first
Holocaust Remembrance
without Elie Wiesel. We must
carry on his work to never forget
and remember history.
On April 23rd, one hundred
people gathered to commemorate
the Holocaust with author Holly
Mandelkern sharing her new
book Beneath White Stars along
with a memorial candlelighting
with children and grandchildren
of Holocaust survivors. The next
day on April 24th, forty people
attended the Commemoration at
the Florida State Capitol on 22nd
floor. The message was clear that
anti-Semitism is on the rise and
everyone knows we must help
stop the hate.
Last month, the community was
offered many programs with
Holocaust Education Week,

thanks to the sponsors and
supporters that helped make the
events a success. Many thanks to
the FSU Museum of Fine Arts
and Allys Palladino Craig,
Director, who partnered with
HERC to present the exhibit,
Cinema Judaica, and guest
speaker Darcie Fohrman, who
shared her experience about
creating the Holocaust exhibit,
Daniel’s Story, at the US
Holocaust Memorial Museum.
The collaboration gave many
students at SAIL High School
and FSU an understanding of
history through the museum
experience.
The Teacher Conference on June
8-10th is open to educators in
grades 4-12. The free resources
provided will give educators
knowledge of the Holocaust with

new teaching
strategies. The
agenda will offer
tools to a better
understanding of
human behavior.
The third day,
Barbara Goldstein
Saturday, June
Executive Director
10 will feature a
reflecction of Children of
survivors panel. The community
is welcome to attend.
Please help support and donate
now to continue teaching the next
generation.
Sincerely,
Barbara
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You can make a difference today and donate to HERC at

http://holocaustresources.org/donate/
Holocaust Education Resource Council • P.O.Box16282 • Tallahassee, FL 32317 • HolocaustResources.org
https://www.facebook.com/HERCTallahassee

Holocaust Educators Conference
Culture, Film and Literature
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
June 8-10, 2017 • 9 am – 3 pm
FSU Student Life Building
942 Learning Way, Tallahassee, FL 32304

“Those who teach and encourage the teaching of the Holocaust
– Elie Wiesel
should be honored and exalted.”

Presented by

Dr. Mary Johnson
Senior Historian at
Facing History and Ourselves
Register at
corderk@leonschools.net
by May 25, 2017
Breakfast and Lunch provided
DOE Commissioner's Task Force on Holocaust Education

FLHolocaustEducationTaskForce.org
For more information contact Barbara Goldstein at barbara@holocaustresources.org

www.HolocaustResources.org
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Holocaust
Teacher Trunks
One Appropriate for Middle Schools
and the Other for High Schools.

Each trunk contains maps, reference materials,
classroom sets of books,DVDs, historical fiction books
and nonfiction memoirs and diaries. Teacher guides
are included when available.
For more information about borrowing the trunks
contact: Barbara Goldstein at 850-443-9649
Barbara@holocaustresources.org
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Reflections on the Music of

Holocaust Education Week
W

hen the OLLI administration
asked if I would consider
teaching a class about the music
being performed in Tallahassee
during Holocaust Education Week,
I was delighted with the idea. The
“Viva Verdi!” class began with a
lesson on Olivier Messiaen, whose
Quartet for the End of Time was
written while the composer was in
a German prison camp. For those
of us who attended the
performance of this work at
Westminster Oaks, we found that
the OLLI class gave us perspective
as we imagined the first audience
hearing this stark, symbolic music
sitting in the bitter cold barracks as
prisoners of war.
The remainder of the OLLI
classes focused on the Verdi
Requiem that Jewish prisoners at
Terezín sang sixteen times in 194344. The most famous performance
was for the visiting Red Cross
delegation. As we explored the
length and the depth of the musical
score, we were increasingly
astounded that one man (Rafael
Schächter) with one copy of music
could teach a group of nonmusicians all of this music by
rote—especially after all of them
worked ten-hour days on very little
food. It was such a testament to
the human spirit and to the power
and transcendence of music.
After our last class, quite a few
of us walked from the Pepper
Center to Longmire Hall for
visiting professor Dr. Tamara
Freeman’s informative lecture.
That evening my husband and I
also enjoyed the Defiant Requiem
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documentary film at All Saints
Cinema. Our heartfelt thanks to all
those who helped organize these
events and the educational
opportunities leading up to the
programs.
If you attended the Tallahassee
Symphony Orchestra concert, you
know that it was requested that
there be no applause following the
performance. When the Verdi
Requiem premiered in 1874, that
audience was silent, also, because
applause was forbidden in the

church of San Marco in Milan.
That commonality was strangely
moving. As we quietly filed out of
Ruby Diamond, it created a sense
of time/space travel—as well as a
goosebump or two. In the words
of one OLLI class member,
“Stunned” is pretty much the way I
would describe my feelings
afterward, and I was struck with
the mood in the crowd as we left
the concert hall. There was very
little chatter, although folks were
definitely talking. But certainly not
just chatting.”
Here are a few additional postTSO concert observations from
OLLI members:
“‘Transport’ exactly expresses
how I felt in the concert,
transported to another place. It

By Ruth Ruggles Akers

was an amazing experience! I feel
grateful to have had the
opportunity to be there.”
“I had listened to the Requiem
before I started the [OLLI] class
and felt it was very heavy and
imposing. Your class gave me a
much better appreciation for the
lyrical parts of the concert and for
the highly emotional parts. I could
hardly wait for Dies Irae [Day of
Judgment] and was proud of
myself when I recognized the
fugues. I was mesmerized the
entire time, the poetry combined
with the conducting, the photos
from Terezín and the singing—
again I can’t even explain how I
felt. Oseh Shalom is my favorite
part of Friday night services and
when the choir started singing, I
softly joined in and then realized
that others around me were also
singing. That brought tears to my
eyes, and when I got in bed that
night, I was filled up inside with an
emotion so strong that I felt it must
be coming from my soul.”
“In the end, it was an evening
that came together into a perfect
whole – imparting to all that
attended, the message that rather
than allowing our various faiths to
divide us we must use them as a
force to come together. . .We do so
without the expectation of credit or
accolades or even living long
enough to see the results of our
actions, but confident that in the
end good must prevail if we are to
truly be the people of a loving God
– however we define him in our
various religions.”

Holocaust Education Week

Darcie Fohrman speaking at FSU Museum of Fine Arts

Marjorie Turnbull and Barbara Goldstein

Dr. Tamara Freeman – Holocaust
Ethnomusicologist

Jack Romberg and Laura Johnson

Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra
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