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Dear HERC Friends, 

 
As I look back on my time as 

HERC President, I am filled with such a 
wonderful sense of pride and 
accomplishment. This is the time of 
reflecting on the past and planning for the 
future. You will see a new campaign 
featured in this issue that poses the idea 
of a Holocaust Memorial created at the 
state Capitol. Our board continues to do 
such great work and offer unprecedented 
support for our community and schools, 
and our donors continue to amaze us with 
their ongoing generosity. As I look to the 
future of HERC, I am filled with 
optimism and excitement. In 2016, we 
will be expanding our efforts to reach a 
much wider audience. 

 
I urge you to become a partner in all 

that we do. I am appealing to your 
generosity and sense of responsibility at 
this time. We truly need your help to 
reach our goals and continue the mission.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
That is why we hope we can depend on you 
to make a contribution of $36, $50, or $100 
today so that we can expand our efforts and 
help teachers to become leaders in Holocaust 
education. HERC has created a unique quality 
program that rolled out a model plan with 
success. Now 10 years later, the long term 
sustainability continues strong. We need your 
help and support by giving to HERC. 

 
This month marks the 77th anniversary 

of Kristallnacht, the November Pogrom. That 
marked the beginning of the end. The 
optimistic people stayed and did not survive; 
the pessimistic people left before the situation 
got worse and did survive. Much more work 
on education needs to be done in the next 
year.  

I look forward to 
seeing you at the Anne 
Frank exhibit next year 
in January. 

 
 

Barbara Goldstein 
HERC President 

Ho locaus t  Educa t ion  Resources  Counc i l

 Newsletter 
          November 2015 

Inside this Edition... 
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The Holocaust Education Resource 
Council (HERC) Book Club (formerly the 
HERC Inter- faith Book Club) eagerly 
anticipates the start of its fifth year.  Its 
primary purpose is to foster a greater 
understanding of the history of the Holocaust, 
including its origins and processes, as well as 
to promote good relations among diverse 
groups within our community.  Though co-
hosted by Temple Israel and St. John's 
Episcopal Church in the past, the public is 
always welcome and encouraged to 
participate. 

 
Six books are selected and discussion 

groups are held each year on the third 
Thursday of each month from September 
through March, excluding December. This 
year all meetings will be held at the Main 
Branch of the Leon County Public Library in 
Program Room B (except as noted below) and 

begin at 7:00 PM.  Books selected by a 
volunteer committee with professional 
educators who facilitate the discussion and 
provide historical background. 

 
HERC is very pleased that it is able 

to continue its book club policy that was 
implemented last year. As an incentive to 
join HERC and help fund teacher training 
for Holocaust studies in our schools, we are 
able, through special funds, to provide free 
books to book club members who join 
HERC.  A membership form may be 
obtained at the end of this newsletter. The 
deadline for member-ship eligibility to 
receive a book is August 1, 2016. If you are 
a current HERC member and would like to 
be part of the book club, contact David 
Pepper for more information:  
davidpepper7@gmail.com. 

 

Schedule  Author 

 

Title 

 

November 19 Linda Atkinson "In Kindling Flame: The Story of Hannah Senesh" 

January 21 Janusz Korczac  "Ghetto Diary" 

February 18 Leon Leyson  "The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible..." 

March 17 Mary Russell "A Thread of Grace" 

HERC Book Club 
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HERC on

 

Visit this linkwww.bit.
ly/1ALzw3N to sign up. 
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By: Margareta Ackerman 

 

The room was packed. Extra chairs had been brought in 

to accommodate twenty last minute participants, totaling 

seventy-five teachers from Tallahassee and surrounding areas. 

All eyes were on Bruce Bramlett, from the Jewish Partisan 

Educational Foundation, who showed us the Holocaust in a way 

that most of us had never seen. It was a Holocaust where against 

all odds, Jews found a way to defend themselves. It was a 

Holocaust in which some Jews were not passive victims, but 

heroes who fought for their freedom and that of others.  

A picture flashed on the screen, showing three young 

people: two men and a woman. Well-dressed and clearly in good 

spirits, their joyful expressions might resemble a group of senior 

college students enjoying a relaxing evening. Few would have 

guessed that these were Jews in Nazi occupied Poland.  

Not only did Mr. Bramlett move us both mentally and 

emotionally with his stellar presentation, he also showed 

teachers how to teach their students this delicate subject. Using 

expertly designed material centered on the movie Defiance, 

which was based on the Bielski partisans group, the largest 

armed rescuers of Jews by Jews during World War II, he walked 

us through several units showing how to introduce this material 

in the classroom. The incredible program on Jewish Partisans 

has much to offer to teachers who have little exposure to 

Holocaust studies, as well as those who have studied the subject 

for years. Moreover, it is available online and is completely free 

of charge.  

Then it was my turn to speak. I had been honored with 

a chance to share my grandfather's survival story with this 

vibrant group of teachers, all of whom received copies of my 

book and accompanying lesson plans, along with a thick stack 

of other teaching material. I shared with them one of the hardest 

days in my grandfather's life; the day he last saw his mother, 

father, and brother. This was also the day that he temporarily 

escaped from the Nazis' grip, in front of hundreds of onlookers.  

After my presentation, I had a chance to speak with some of 

these teachers one-on-one, and was deeply touched by their 

dedication and enthusiasm for Holocaust education.  

After lunch, the room suddenly went completely silent; 

you could hear a pin drop. An older gentlemen went up to the 

podium. The youngest of the Bielski brothers, Aron Bell, came 

from South Florida to answer questions at the workshop. 

Questions flew in his direction, and he replied quickly, although  

clearly struggling with the memories that these questions 

brought up. His partner occasionally came to his aid, expanding  

on his answers. The pain was so 

evident in his every word that I 

couldn't help but be reminded of my 

own grandfather. He, too, struggled 

when asked about his childhood.  

As the questions slowed 

down, I raised my hand.   "Do you 

consider yourself a happy person?" 

I asked him.   "Yes, of course I am 

happy,” he replied without hesitation. Perhaps this simple 

exchange wouldn't seem significant to an onlooker, but for me, 

it was a moment that I will never forget. This is exactly what my 

Grandpa said when I asked him the same simple question.  

The question period came to an end and I rushed out. 

Tears were already flowing as I left the auditorium. Ever since 

my grandfather passed away two years ago, this is the closest I'd 

felt to being in his presence. I still struggle with the fact that he 

is really gone. Then, when I finally went back into the 

auditorium, I got a chance to exchange a few words with Aron 

and his partner and took a picture with him.  

As a moving experience both emotionally and 

intellectually, HERC's teacher workshop was so much more than 

expected. I had been on the HERC board for several months by 

this point, but it was only at the end of that day that I walked up 

to Barbara Goldstein, the president of HERC, and told her, 

“Now, I get it.” I couldn't be more proud to be part of this 

organization and help support Holocaust education in our city 

and beyond.  

 
 

About Margareta Ackerman: Margareta Ackerman, PhD. is a 

professor at Florida State University, granddaughter of 

Holocaust survivor Srulik Ackerman, and author of his memoir 

Running from Giants: The Holocaust through the Eyes of a 

Child. In addition, Dr. Ackerman actively partakes in Holocaust 

education and serves on the board of directors of the Holocaust 

Education Resource Council in Tallahassee, Florida. As a 

grandchild of a survivor, she feels that it is her duty to help make 

Holocaust education accessible to today's growing generation. 

Through her book, lesson plans, and numerous speaking 

engagements she makes this challenging subject easier to 

approach. 

  

The Workshop that Exceeded All Expectations
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By: Danielle Wirsansky 
 

"You don't have to know everything to say something," 

Said Dr. Michael Berenbaum to a room of students and professors 

alike.  "You just need to know what you're saying."  

Dr. Michael Berenbaum, who received his doctorate 

from Florida State University (FSU), has dedicated his life to 

preserving the history of the Holocaust. He is a rabbi, author and 

editor of many works, and one of the world's leading Holocaust 

historians. And he was the keynote speaker at this year's annual 

Holocaust Education Resource Council of the Big Bend's 

(HERC) dinner held on October 26th at the Goodwood Museum 

& Garden. 

Leading up to the dinner, Dr. Berenbaum also spoke at 

a number of other events throughout Tallahassee and the FSU 

campus. There was a bagel brunch at the FSU Hillel, where he 

was able to speak and answer the questions of students.  

Immediately after this, there was a free and open to the 

public showing of the documentary he was a producer of, called 

Treblinka's Last Witness, at the FSU Student Life Cinema with a 

Q&A session afterward. 

"We wanted to do a film on Treblinka because it was 

not well known," said Dr. Berenbaum after the film showing, 

when asked why he chose to focus on Treblinka for the film. The 

documentary chronicles the experiences of Sam Willenberg, the 

last known survivor of the camp. 

Treblinka was a death camp in Nazi-occupied Poland, 

according to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 

where "from July 1942 through November 1943, the Germans 

killed between 870,000 and 925,000 Jews at the killing center."  

The documentary follows Willenberg's experience in the camps 

as a forced labor worker, his discovery of his sisters' deaths, his 

witness of countless others going to their deaths in the gas 

chambers, and his eventual escape to Warsaw and his 

participation of Polish Uprising of 1944. The film also highlights 

his wife's experience in the Warsaw ghetto.  

Also documented is how Willenberg coped with all he'd 

experienced, finally through a series of bronze sculptures of the 

heartbreaking victims that haunt him as well as how his daughter, 

as the second generation, also copes with the after effects of the 

Holocaust. She went on to become an architect and designed the 

Israeli embassy in Berlin. 

In explaining the title of the film, Dr. Berenbaum said, 

"When we started [the film], there were five Treblinka survivors 

left…. Until there was only Sam. Sam is an elementary 

storyteller. Even though you don't speak Polish, you know 

exactly what he is saying." 

Though Willenberg does speak mostly in Polish 

throughout the film, his style of storytelling is unique and 

passionate; he draws in the audience. 

"You could write a thousand page book on Treblinka. 

The essence of the story is survival." 

Dr. Berenbaum also led an informal discussion with 

FSU students and faculty on current issues in Holocaust Studies, 

both within traditional academic settings and as part of the larger 

cultural context of public education. One of the lessons he 

imparted was, "Once you have roots you can have wings." 

His visit culminated with his keynote speech at the 

HERC, "The World Must Know", and Dinner. HERC provides 

much for the Big Bend community, from teacher trainings for 

educators, bringing in Holocaust survivors, liberators, and 

scholars as guest speakers, and even hosting related film 

screenings. They are a designated Holocaust Education Task 

Force site, charged with leading mandated Holocaust Education 

for the state of Florida. Their agenda also includes creating a 

Holocaust memorial in Tallahassee, the state Capitol. 

Held in the gorgeous Goodwood Museum & Garden, 

the venue was filled to the brim with supporters of Holocaust 

Education. The food was delicious and varied, from Asian 

inspired cuisine, like noodles with vegetables, to traditional 

Jewish fare, like matzo ball soup and falafel. It was catered by 

Susan Turner, a Tallahassee culinary icon. 

When Dr. Berenbaum took to the floor, the room fell 

silent and there was an electric charge to the air as he spoke. "I 

am asked sometimes what I would like to happen in the future 

for my career. [And what I would wish] is to be irrelevant…. The 

Holocaust has come to play a more important role, not a less 

important one, in 21st century humanity." 

He describes an example, where academy leaders at 

West Point, a United States Military Academy, asked for his 

advice on creating a Genocide Studies program because they 

believe that warfare of the 21st century will be strife with 

genocide and they want American troops to be more ably 

equipped to handle what will come. 

"To support HERC is to admit that we live in a sad, 

angry, miserable world…. But that the story has the power to 

transform." 
  

The World Must Know: Annual HERC Dinner Honors Holocaust Memories 
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The World Must Know: Annual HERC Dinner  
Photos by Elizabeth E. George Photography 
B  



H E 
R C Holocaust Education Resource Council |P.O.Box16282Tall.,FL32317 |holocaustresources.org

Facebook:      https://www.facebook.com/HERCTallahassee 

7

 

 

 

 

By: Steve Uhlfelder 

 

"For the dead and the living we must bear witness," said 

Holocaust survivor and author Elie Wiesel. 

Fewer and fewer survivors are left to tell the story. Now 

the children and grandchildren who heard their accounts directly 

from them must leave a permanent memorial, not simply for the 

survivors themselves or even for those alive today but for the 

generations that follow us. 

Florida, with the largest number of Holocaust survivors, 

must join and even lead other states and the legislation needed 

to authorize a monument on our Capitol grounds to remind 

generations to come of the horrors inflicted on millions of 

European Jews by a brutal, bigoted dictator of the Nazi party. 

Across the country, and particularly in our state capitol 

buildings, we need memorials and monuments to the Holocaust 

(known in Hebrew as Shoah).  Several statehouses, including 

those in South Carolina, Ohio and Iowa, already have memorials 

to honor those who perished during this horrific period in world 

history.     

 The Holocaust lasted from 1933 to 1945. It progressed 

slowly, with discrimination creeping across Europe. Next came 

persecution and the separation of Jews from their communities. 

At the Holocaust's worst, Nazis stripped people of their 

possessions, their families and their liberties. Dehumanized 

them. Murdered them. 

During the Second World War, the Nazis sought to 

murder the entire Jewish population of Europe and to destroy its 

culture. In 1941, 11 million Jews lived in Europe. But by May 

1945, the Nazis had murdered 6 million of them, including 1.5 

million children. 

American and British soldiers gave their lives to stop 

the spread of Nazi hate and brutality from overrunning Europe 

and the rest of the world. The fathers and grandfathers of so 

many Americans fought in World War II against Nazi forces. 

We have honored them, with memorials that remind us of their 

valor. We must also remember those who died not as soldiers 

but as ordinary civilians singled out for execution simply 

because of their Jewish heritage. It is the brutal bigotry that we 

must hope humankind never will repeat. 

 Most of my relatives, including my grandparents, were 

either imprisoned in concentration camps or killed, so I know 

firsthand how the Holocaust affected – and continues to affect 

– families. I teach the lessons of the Holocaust to my children 

and grandchildren, just as my father and cousins taught them to 

me. My aunt and her two young sons suffered in a total of four 

different camps and tell of the murder and brutal treatment of 

thousands of victims. With each passing day, there will be are 

fewer survivors like my cousins left to share their stories; 

someday no survivors will remain.  

Every week, thousands of students visit our state 

Capitol, making it the ideal location to place a memorial that 

would remind them of this important time in world history. It 

would teach them about the evils of discrimination. 

A monument would inspire students to ask questions of 

their parents and teachers about the Holocaust: How could so 

many good people remain silent while their fellow citizens were 

subjected to such atrocities? Why did our great nation's leaders 

do so little when they certainly knew about the slaughter of 

millions of Jews and other minorities? Why did our leaders allow 

only a very small number of Jewish immigrants to enter our 

country when they knew those left behind likely would be killed 

or placed in concentration camps?  

Many legislators, as well as other state leaders, are 

ready to help.  This should be an entirely non-partisan effort.  

Hopefully, there will be unanimous vote on the legislation in 

both houses.  

We must construct this monument now to ensure that 

no one ever forgets what happens when demagogues take power, 

emboldened by those who sit silently by while atrocities are 

committed. 

If not now, when? 

 

Steve Uhlfelder, a Tallahassee attorney and former chair of the 

Fulbright Scholarship Board 

Steve@sulaw.net 
 
 

 

The Holocaust Must Never Be Forgotten! 
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What did Americans know about the racism and horrors of the NAZI threat before and during WWII? In search of

the answer, HERC invites you to look at the social media of the day – the movies.  While Nazi tyranny was widely 

written about in the newspapers, magazines, and journals of the time and reported on the radio, thousands of

moviegoers received their current events education from the movies they saw. The second year of HERC's film series 

will present four movies which portray Nazi racism and oppression of dissent.  All of the movies are presented for

free to you by HERC and will be shown at 7:00 PM at the All Saint's Cinema at 918 1/2 Railroad Avenue.  The

selections for 2016 are: 

 

Thursday January 28, 2016 

“Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” released by Warner Brothers in April 1939, was a milestone in the history of

American cinema. The first major film to confront the dangers of Nazism, it tells the story of the 1938 FBI

investigation and trial of a Nazi spy ring in the United States. At the trial, the jury (and American moviegoers) is

warned to wake up and realize the dangers posed by Nazi Germany. As the Nazis declare war on the Bill of Rights,

encourage racial, religious, and class hatred, their actions to undermine American peace and freedom are exposed on

screen. Edward G. Robinson was proud to lead the cast in this award winning film. 

 

Thursday February 25, 2016 

Based on the 1939 novel, Swastika, “The Man I Married” was released by 20th Century Fox on August 9, 1940. 

It is a compelling film which focuses on the power of Nazi ideology and propaganda.  An American wife tells the

story of her family’s visit to Germany in 1938 and the horror she encounters as her German-American husband 

evolves from a skeptic of Nazism to an incredible, hypnotic zealot. Her marriage and her family are threatened by his

fanaticism. Period newsreels contribute to the dramatic depiction of the anti-Semitism, brutality and bigotry of the 

Nazi regime. 

 

Tuesday March 22, 2016 

Released by 20th Century Fox in June 1941, “Man Hunt” was based on a popular novel by Geoffrey Household

entitled Rogue Male.  The movie was directed by Fritz Lang who fled Germany in 1933 rather than accept a

commission from Goebbels to produce Nazi propaganda films. The story is about a hunter, Alan, who imagines

shooting Hitler near his Berchtesgaden compound.  Needless to say, the Nazis do not take this stalking lightly, and

the hunter becomes the hunted. The Nazis brutally attempt to make Alan an international scapegoat and he is ruthlessly

hounded by his merciless pursuers back to his native England. Lang tells the story with unremitting intensity. 

 

Thursday April 28, 2016 

In 1941, Gregor Ziemer wrote a bestselling book called Education for Death.  As a former head of the American

Colony School in Berlin, he had seen firsthand the Nazification of youth from infants through teens in the Nazi

education system.  His stark conclusion was that all boys were trained to become the Fuhrer’s soldiers, seeing death

as an honor.  The girls were trained to be breeders of children for the Fuhrer.  Anyone who did not conform to these

proscriptions or fit the racial purity ideology of the Nazis would be eliminated from German society. The 1943 RKO 

film, “Hitler's Children”   dramatizes these facts in a haunting love story in which freedom is pitted against the

Master Race, and cries out for truth. 

  Coming in 2016:  I SAW IT IN THE MOVIES! 
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I SAW IT IN THE MOVIES! 
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HERC's Executive Board 
 

We'd like to introduce you to HERC's Executive Board! Please meet Eileen Lerner.  

 

Q: When did you first get involved with HERC?  

EL:  Along with Barbara and Rita, I am one of the founding members of HERC (and the original Recording 

Secretary), dating back to 2006, when we established the Holocaust Education Resource Program, under the 

wing of the local chapter of the National Council of Jewish Women. We later established the nonprofit 

Holocaust Education Resource Council, as our scope and influence expanded to meet the needs of teachers in the 

Big Bend Region, as they attempted to fulfill the vision of teaching to Florida's Holocaust Education with limited 

resources or professional development opportunities to assist them. 

 
Holocaust Education Bill (SB 660) which amends Section 233.061 of the Florida Statutes  (Chapter 94‐14, Laws of Florida), 
relating to required instruction. The new law requires all school districts to incorporate lessons on the Holocaust as part of 
public school instruction. Required Instruction ‐ 1003.42(f): 
 
 The history of the Holocaust (1933‐1945), the systematic planned annihilation of European Jews and other groups by Nazi 
Germany, a watershed event in the history of humanity, to be taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of human 
behavior, an understanding of the ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means 
to be a responsible and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society and for 
nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions. 

 

Q: What do you think is the most important aspect of HERC's mission? 

EL:   It is my hope that the lessons learned from the Holocaust will go far in not only assuring that we preserve 

the memories of the millions of people killed during the Holocaust, but promote the awareness that these lessons 

are, unfortunately,  vitally relevant in our world today. HERC's mission continues to be to provide instructional 

guidance and resources to educators as they strive to advance Holocaust education, bringing the face of humanity 

to students and promoting lessons of respect and appreciation for diversity in our world. 

 

Q: What has been your most worthwhile achievement in work  ing with HERC? 

EL: I am privileged to not only serve as a facilitator for providing resources, materials and information to my 

fellow teachers through HERC, but to apply these lessons to my own classroom. It is so exciting to see the 

positive impact that these lessons of hope and remembrance have had on students of all ages, igniting the 

promise that we can change the world, one person at a time. 

 

Q: Why is HERC's mission so important to you personally? 

EL: Our students are the leaders of tomorrow, and it is our obligation to equip them with the foundation and 

skills to enable them to get along with others and create a better future. This coupled with the fact that I am the 

daughter of a Holocaust survivor, and have seen firsthand the pain and suffering that results from prejudice, have 

made the lessons of tolerance respect and peace so important, not just to me, but to our society at large. 

 

Q: How do you hope to see HERC and Holocaust education grow at large? 

EL: I see HERC continuing to play an active, integral and expanding role in achieving this vision of promoting 

peace. 
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Melinda Proctor 
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John and Monica Rosner 

Myrnalee Smith Rosinsky 
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Lawrence Sack 

Ron and Jane Schagrin 
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Jerry and Susan Sternstein 
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HERC Membership Form 

 

Name:                              

 

Address:                            

 

Home phone:          Cell phone:         Email:           

 

I am interested to help on one or more committee:  

 

Book Club                  Holocaust Remembrance         

Film Series              Community Outreach         

Memorial                   Membership           

Teacher Workshop             

 

MEMBERSHIP ENABLES YOU TO: 

• Attend programs, films, and scholars’ lectures – at reduced rates or no charge 

• Receive notice of ongoing programs and invitations to special events 

• Borrow from our extensive collection of books, media, research files, and curricula on Holocaust 

• Affirm your personal commitment to our mission and help us reach our goal 

 

HERC is making a difference in our community, but we cannot continue to do so without your support. We 

urge you to join us at whatever membership level is most comfortable for you. 

 

HERC OFFERS VARIOUS LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP: Please select a membership level. 

 

          $36 (Life) This membership level purchases a DVD, book, or periodical for our school resources 

 

          $100 (Peace) This membership level provides a scholarship for a student outreach program 

 

          $250 (Courage) This membership level buys a set of books for a school classroom 

 

          $500 (Remembrance) This membership level helps to sponsor a speaker for Professional Learning  

Opportunities.   

 

 

PLEASE SEND CHECKS TO: 

Holocaust Education Resource Council 

P.O. Box 16282 

Tallahassee, FL. 32317 

 


