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Dear HERC Friends, 

 
On October 5th, HERC reached a 

milestone with the 11th annual teacher 
workshop planned!!! It is time to take a 
moment and remember back to reflect. 
How did this happen? 

 
The original board members 

planted a seed and the tree has grown into 
a big important successful organization. I 
want to recognize the founding pioneers 
as we came to meet in our homes years 
ago and had no money when we started.  
Almost 10 years later, we keep going 
strong!! 

 
Many thanks to Rita Blank, Eileen 

Lerner, Linda Davey, Pete Cowdrey, 
Robyn Rachin, Sam Kimelman, and 
Monte Finkelstein who were the starting 
force of this important education 
organization. It is when we look back on 
all that we have done over the past years 
that we are very proud of our 
accomplishments. The coming year will 
be exciting with new programs and 
opportunities.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
On October 15th, the book club will 

feature FSU Professor Dr. Nathan Stoltzfus, 
author of Resistance of the Heart. This is the 
story of courage and how a small group can 
stand up and make a difference. He will also 
talk about his new book titled Hitler's 
Compromises: Coercion and Consensus in 
Nazi Germany will be published in the spring 
by Yale University Press.  

 
Thanks for your ongoing support, the 

work we accomplished together is making a 
lasting difference in the schools and 
community and will impact generations to 
come. With your continued help we can do 
even more!  

 
I look forward to seeing everyone at 

future programs. 
 

 

Barbara Goldstein 
HERC President 

Ho locaus t  Educa t ion  Resources  Counc i l

 Newsletter 
          October 2015 
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Support 
HERC on

 

Visit this linkwww.bit.
ly/1ALzw3N to sign up. 

 

 

HERC's Executive Board 
 

We'd like to introduce you to HERC's Executive Board!  

Please meet Rita Blank, Vice President, and who is a founding  

member of HERC. 

 

Q: When did you first get involved with HERC? 

RB: I first became involved with HERC in 2009.    Since then I have been honored to serve as 

Vice-President and a member of the Board. 

 

Q: What do you think is the most important aspect of HERC's mission? 

RB: To ensure the lessons of the Holocaust live on to teach future generations.  HERC's 

mission -- To provide instructional guidance and resources that advance Holocaust education 

and remembrance -- helps us to keep the Survivors' stories alive. 

 

Q: What has been your most worthwhile achievement in working with HERC? 

RB: Visiting classrooms and sharing my parents' story, and the fact that the information and 

materials presented at HERC's Professional Learning Opportunities are being used in 

classrooms throughout our community.  It's rewarding to see the results of our efforts. 

 

Q: Why is HERC's mission so important to you personally? 

RB: As the daughter of Holocaust Survivors I feel a strong responsibility to honor their 

strength and determination to live by advancing Holocaust education.   

 

Q: How do you hope to see HERC and Holocaust education grow at large? 

RB: It is important to work toward a world free of injustice and intolerance.  The more 

involved HERC becomes in Tallahassee and surrounding counties the more we realize our 

efforts are so relevant and needed.  I am grateful for the tremendous support we receive from 

our community.  Together we ensure the lessons of the past shape a different, and better, future. 



H E 
R C Holocaust Education Resource Council |P.O.Box16282Tall.,FL32317 |holocaustresources.org

Facebook:      https://www.facebook.com/HERCTallahassee 

3 

 

 
 

 

By: Danielle Wirsansky 

 

 
Dr. Michael Berenbaum, who received his 

doctorate from Florida State University, has 

dedicated his life to preserving the history of the 

Holocaust. He is a rabbi, author and editor of many 

works, and one of the world’s leading Holocaust 

historians. His commitment had a direct impact on 

the creation of the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum as well as the United States 

Holocaust Memorial Museum Research Institute. 

Most recently, he has taken on the role of filmmaker 

as well.  

Despite his immersion and familiarity with 

the tragic stories of the Holocaust, once he heard the 

story of Sam Willenberg, the last known survivor of 

the Polish death camp, Treblinka, he knew it was a 

story that needed to be shared. In 2014, Berenbaum 

helped to produce Treblinka's Last Witness 

following Willenberg's wartime experience. 

The Holocaust Education Resource Council 

(HERC) is sponsoring a viewing of the film which 

will be shown at the FSU Student Life Cinema on 

Sunday, October 25 at 3:00 pm. The film is FREE 

and open to the public. Following the screening, Dr. 

Berenbaum will be on hand to answer questions. For 

more information see the HERC website 

www.holocaustresources.org . 

Then, on Monday, October 26, at 5:30 pm, 

"The World Must Know" 2015 HERC Benefit 

Dinner inspired by Berenbaum's 1993 book of the 

same title (published on the 50th anniversary of the 

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising) will be held at the 

Goodwood Planation Carriage House where he will 

be the featured keynote speaker. 

For Willenberg, the creation of the movie 

was his proudest achievement. At the premier of the 

film, he told the audience, "I have all kinds of 

medals, honors, and awards, but those don't even 

compare to anything I received tonight.” 

Treblinka was a death camp in Nazi-occupied 

Poland where an estimated 900,000 Jews were 

murdered in a period of just 13 months at the height 

of World War II. The documentary follows 

Willenberg's experience in the camps as a forced 

labor worker, his witness of the death of his sisters 

and countless others in the gas chambers, and his 

eventual escape to Warsaw and his participation of 

Polish Uprising of 1944. The film also documents 

how Willenberg coped with all he’d experienced, 

through a series of bronze sculptures of the 

heartbreaking victims that haunt him. 

Documentary filmmaker, Alan Tomlinson, 

said, “Rarely, once in a lifetime if one is lucky, 

does a documentary filmmaker find a subject whose 

story is so vivid and whose manner of telling it is so 

full of passion and unveiled emotion. To travel with 

Samuel on this astonishing journey is not simply to 

hear again about the horrors of the Holocaust, but to 

experience them with him, as though it were all 

happening in one's very presence.”

The World Must Know:The Importance of Holocaust Remembrance
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By: Emily Ruth Allen 

 

On September 16, 

Dr. James A. Grymes 

gave a multimedia 

presentation at Temple 

Israel on his book Violins 
of Hope: Instruments of 
Hope and Liberation in 
Mankind’s Darkest 
Hour. Dr. Grymes 

described some inspiring testimonies tied to 

Amnon Weinstein’s restored violins. One story 

was that of violinist Ernst Glaser, who escaped a 

National Youth riot during his guest performance 

with the Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Grymes also described a boy named Motele 

Schlein and how Schlein used his role as a 

violinist to defeat a Nazi Soldiers Club. 

Additionally, Grymes provided a historical 

overview of Jewish musicians in concentration 

camp orchestras. These various accounts 

demonstrated how the violin played a vital role 

in these musicians’ lives.  

Perhaps the most emotionally stirring 

aspect of the presentation was a clip from the 

documentary Le voyage D’Amnon 
(Amnon’s Journey). In the video, Amnon 

Weinstein describes his violin restoration project 

and what he does in his workshop. Throughout 

the film, Israeli virtuoso Shlomo Mintz is shown 

reverently playing one of Weinstein’s violins 

in Auschwitz. At the conclusion, Weinstein 

stands in front of a crematory bestowed with 

flowers and tearfully prays for those that 

perished.  

With approximately forty people at the 

event, Grymes was able to actively engage with 

the audience. Some attendees were able to make 

personal connections to the accounts Dr. Grymes 

presented. Others asked general questions about 

music’s role in the Holocaust, including a 

particularly interesting one: why the violin? 

Additionally, Grymes was able to open up about 

himself, describing his involvement with the 

Violins of Hope project and 

his process in writing the 

book. Through the 

presentation and closing 

dialogue, people were able 

to better understand the 

significant role of music in 

the Holocaust. 

 

 
 

Violins of Hope Lecture at Temple Israel 
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The HERC film series, “I Saw It In The Movies” will continue in 2016 on the fourth Thursdays of January, February, 

March, and April at All Saint’s Theatre in RR Square.   
 

During the 2015 series, we became aware that American movie goers during the late 1930’s and early 1940’s saw

Oscar winning actors and directors telling the stories of Nazi oppression, the denial of freedom speech and religion in 

Nazi Germany, and portraying brutal concentration camps.   
 

We will continue to explore the question “What did Americans know and understand about Nazism in the years before

and during WWII?” by viewing four more films that were based on books widely read during this period.   These will

touch on the topics of Nazi activity in the U.S. and the impact and effectiveness of Nazi propaganda in German business

and schools.  Edgar G. Robinson, Joan Bennett, and Walter Pidgeon will be among the storytellers.  
 

Mark your calendars and watch this newsletter for more information. 

 

By Linda Davey 
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The Holocaust Education Resource 

Council (HERC) Book Club (formerly the 
HERC Inter- faith Book Club) eagerly 
anticipates the start of its fifth year.  Its 
primary purpose is to foster a greater 
understanding of the history of the Holocaust, 
including its origins and processes, as well as 
to promote good relations among diverse 
groups within our community.  Though co-
hosted by Temple Israel and St. John's 
Episcopal Church in the past, the public is 
always welcome and encouraged to 
participate. 

 
Six books are selected and discussion 

groups are held each year on the third 
Thursday of each month from September 
through March, excluding December. This 
year all meetings will be held at the Main 
Branch of the Leon County Public Library in 
Program Room B (except as noted  

 
 

below) and begin at 7:00 PM.  Books selected 
by a volunteer committee with professional 
educators who facilitate the discussion and 
provide historical background. 

 
HERC is very pleased that it is able 

to continue its book club policy that was 
implemented last year. As an incentive to 
join HERC and help fund teacher training 
for Holocaust studies in our schools, we are 
able, through special funds, to provide free 
books to book club members who join 
HERC.  A membership form may be 
obtained at the end of this newsletter. The 
deadline for member-ship eligibility to 
receive a book is August 1, 2016. If you are 
a current HERC member and would like to 
be part of the book club, contact David 
Pepper for more information:  
davidpepper7@gmail.com. 

 

Schedule  Author 

 

Title 

 

October 15 Nathan Stoltzfus "Resistance of the Heart: Intermarriage and the Rosenstrasse Protest in 
Nazi Germany" 

November 19 Linda Atkinson "In Kindling Flame: The Story of Hannah Senesh" 

January 21 Janusz Korczac  "Ghetto Diary" 

February 18 Leon Leyson  "The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible..." 

March 17 Mary Russell "A Thread of Grace" 

 
  

HERC Book Club 
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2015 Membership 
 
 

 

Margareta Ackerman 

Karen Albert 

Sandy Beck 

Karen Bickley 

Libby Bigham 

Martha Billings 

Phil and Rita Blank 

Donna Callaway 

Tonya Chavis 

Judge Robert Cohen and Karen Asher-Cohen 

Art and Elaine Cooper 

Peter Cowdrey 

Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte and Patsy Palmer 

Linda Davey 

Paul and Mary Ann Deitchman 

Dana Edwards 

Monte Finkelstein 

Morris and Terri Fishman 

Steven Friedlander 

Kathy Gaylor 

Shari Gewanter 

Mitchell and Jacque Gilberg 

Linda Gilleon 

Barbara Goldstein 

Susan Haddix 

Gina Harris 

Jeff Helicher 

Roberta Hill 

Sol Hirsch 

Rick and Linda Hyson 

Marshall and Susan Kapp 

Howard and Ann Kessler 

Paula Kiger 

Sam Kimmelman 

Dian LaTour 

Eileen Lerner 

John Lutz 

Gabriela Mackee 

David and Mona Markell 

Bill and Jill Mattox 

Michael and Julie McBride 

Paul Mitchell 

David McNaughton 

Roger Peace 

Eva Pelt 

David Pepper 

Virginia Perkins 

Amy Piotrowski 

Julie Pope 

Melinda Proctor 

Robyn Rachin 

Kathy Reeves 

Eleanore Rosenberg and Lawrence Sack 

John and Monica Rosner 

Myrnalee Smith Rosinsky 

Ron and Jane Schagrin 

Lecky Spector 

Jerry and Susan Sternstein 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Tallahassee Jewish Federation 

Barry and Tiffanie Webster 

Tasha Weinstein 

Daniela Wellner 

Craig Whittington 

F. Palmer Williams 

Judge James Wolf 

Avi Wygodski
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HERC 2015 Membership Form 
 

Name:    
 

Address:    
 

Home Phone: Cell Phone: Email:    
 

I am interested in helping one or more of the following committees: 
 

  Book Club   Holocaust Remembrance 

 

  Essay and Art Contest   Community Outreach 

 

  Teacher Workshop   Membership 

 

Membership Enables You To: 
• Attend programs, films, and scholars' lectures – at reduced rates or no charge 

• Receive notice of ongoing programs, updates on current genocidal situations, and invitations to 
 special events 
• Borrow from our extensive collection of books, media, research files and curricula on Holocaust,  
 genocide & human rights issues 

• Affirm your personal commitment to our mission and help us reach our goal 
 

HERC is making a difference in our community, but we cannot continue to do so without your support. We urge 
you to join us at whatever membership level is most comfortable for you. 

 
 

HERC Offers Various Levels of Membership: 
Please select a membership level. 

 

  $36 (Chai-Life) This membership level purchases a DVD, book or periodical for our school resources 
 

  $100 (Shalom- Peace) This membership level provides a scholarship for a student with the annual essay 
and art contest 

 

  $250 (B'racha-Blessing) This membership level buys a set of books for a school classroom 
 

  $500 (Zichron-Remembrance) This membership level helps to sponsor a speaker for annual teacher 
training workshop 

Please Send Checks To: 
Holocaust Education Resource Council 

P.O. Box 16282 
Tallahassee, FL. 32317 

Membership can also be purchased online at: www.holocaustresources.org. 


